Cartilage keratan sulphate: changes in chain length with ageing.
Keratan sulphate from sheep nasal cartilage of five different ages was isolated by a combination of methods. The mean length of the chains progressively increased with ageing, as assessed by the molar ratio of glucosamine to galactosamine or galactosaminitol. The mean length ranges from eight monosaccharides for the younger to seventeen monosaccharides for the older animals. The results suggest that the increase in keratan sulphate content of cartilage may be due to the increase in the length and not in the number of chains.